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INTRODUCTION

1. The RBR, owing to operational, training or safety requirements, requires serving members to adhere to certain restrictions on their appearance. The following Standing Order will detail the RBR Policy on permitted hairstyles for serving personnel.

STANDING ORDERS REGARDING HAIRSTYLES WHILST IN UNIFORM

2. All members of the RBR are to adhere to the following direction on permissible Hair Styles whilst in Uniform. Irrespective of the style adopted, the hair of the head of both men and women in uniform is to be neatly groomed and secured or styled back from the face. The style and colour of the hair (if not natural) is not to be of an exaggerated nature. The hair is to be worn such that all types of military headdresses may be worn correctly. Hair should not be visible on the forehead under the brow band of the headdress nor seen on or covering the ears.

3. Generic direction for all serving personnel is as follows:

a. Hair Colour. If the hair is not the individual’s natural colour, it must be of an even natural colour. In all cases, ID cards must be representative of hair colour.

b. Safety/Hygiene. The RBR Hair Policy does not override the need for role-specific working practices (food handling/hygiene) or safety (working with machinery). Consideration must be given when engaged in activities where the risk of hair entanglement has been identified.

c. Ceremonial.  In all circumstances, when wearing Ceremonial uniform in a formal parade setting, hair shall be well-groomed and secured or styled back from the face. Long hair should be worn up in a bun and adequately secured in a neat and tidy fashion using conservative ties, grips, hairpins, and nets of natural hair colour.

4. Specific direction for all serving personnel is as follows:

a. Males. Hair is to be groomed so that its length does not reach the collar or onto the ears. Twists or cornrows may be worn, but they must adhere to this direction unless they are worn for religious reasons, and must sit neatly against the scalp. The style is to be neat, tidy and must remain symmetrical if viewed from in front or behind. When headdress is worn, the hair must fit neatly inside without distorting the shape of the headdress. If a moustache is worn, it must be trimmed and not extend below the corners of the mouth.

b. Females. Hair may be long, but when in uniform, it is to be kept well-groomed and secured or styled back from the face. Braids, twists, cornrows or locks can be worn. All hairstyles must be either: A. short enough not to extend below the shirt collar when worn down or, B. long enough to be worn in a bun or ponytail. In working dress, longer hair may either be worn in a bun, single ponytail, single braid or corn braids/corn rows secured with conservative ties, grips, hairpins, and nets of natural hair colour. These styles must sit no lower than the top of the belt. Styles must be uniform (e.g. braids must be the same width) and present an appearance that is reasonably symmetrical when viewed from the front. Varying styles of hair, straight, curled or coiled, are permitted within these limits and should not preclude the proper wearing of headdresses which should fit as normal. Hair accessories (including beads) are not to be worn. Hair extensions, including weaves and wigs, may be worn but must conform to the hair rules described above. When wearing a wig is not possible or practical, for example, during strenuous physical exercise, the soldier may, at their discretion, wear a plain headscarf in a colour appropriate to the uniform being worn. This policy does not override the need to meet ceremonial standards or role-specific working practices (food handling/hygiene) or safety (working with machinery or firearms).

5. The RBR Commanding Officer will be the final Deciding Officer on what constitutes ‘Neatly Groomed’ within this policy.


